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Appraisal of Guidelines for REsearch & 
Evaluation II (AGREE) Instrument Domains



AGREE II Survey
§ Each eligible CPG was evaluated by   

2-4 appraisers individually
§ Each item is answered using a 7-point 

Likert scale with anchors ranging from 
“Strongly Disagree” to “Strongly 
Agree” 

§ Each CPG received a scaled 
standardized score ranging from 1-100 
(100 representing a strong score)



AGREE Standardized Domain Scores

Patsakos E, Quality of Published SCI Clinical Practice Guidelines: Results from Can-SCIP Panel, JSCM 2021 September
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Domain 1 - Scope & Purpose

ANTICOAG 2017 (%) ATLAS AXIS 2013 (%) BMD 2019 CANPAIN DIAG 2016 (%) CANPAIN SYS CARE 2016 (%)

CANPAIN TREAT 2016 (%) CCO 2016 (%) CGFS 2013 (%) CNS 2013 (%) CNS-DVT 2013 (%)

CNS-FXDIS 2013 (%) CSCM 2010 (%) CSCM 2016 (%) CTS 2011 (%) CUA 2019 (%)

DECOM 2017 (%) GAIN 2017 (%) GINIS 2017 (%) MRI 2017 (%) MSS 2017 (%)

NASH 2018  (%) NICE 2012  (%) NICE 2016  (%) NICE PU 2014  (%) NOR 2017  (%)

NPUAP 2014 NUTR 2009  (%) NUWER 2011 (%) OTA 2013 (%) PALRM 2018 (%)

PU-ONF 2013 (%) PU-PVA 2014 (%) REVIEW PAR 2016 (%) TIME 2017 (%) URO 2017 (%)

WHO 2017 (%) WHO INT 2013 (%) WOUNDCAN 2017 (%) PVA AD 2020 PVA BOWEL 2020

PVA EWB 2020



AGREE Standardized Domain Scores
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Domain 2 - Stakeholder Involvement

ANTICOAG 2017 (%) ATLAS AXIS 2013 (%) BMD 2019 CANPAIN DIAG 2016 (%) CANPAIN SYS CARE 2016 (%)
CANPAIN TREAT 2016 (%) CCO 2016 (%) CGFS 2013 (%) CNS 2013 (%) CNS-DVT 2013 (%)

CNS-FXDIS 2013 (%) CSCM 2010 (%) CSCM 2016 (%) CTS 2011 (%) CUA 2019 (%)
DECOM 2017 (%) GAIN 2017 (%) GINIS 2017 (%) MRI 2017 (%) MSS 2017 (%)
NASH 2018  (%) NICE 2012  (%) NICE 2016  (%) NICE PU 2014  (%) NOR 2017  (%)
NPUAP 2014 NUTR 2009  (%) NUWER 2011 (%) OTA 2013 (%) PALRM 2018 (%)

PU-ONF 2013 (%) PU-PVA 2014 (%) REVIEW PAR 2016 (%) TIME 2017 (%) URO 2017 (%)
WHO 2017 (%) WHO INT 2013 (%) WOUNDCAN 2017 (%) PVA AD 2020 PVA BOWEL 2020
PVA EWB 2020



AGREE Standardized Domain Scores
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Domain 3 - Rigour of Development

ANTICOAG 2017 (%) ATLAS AXIS 2013 (%) BMD 2019 CANPAIN DIAG 2016 (%) CANPAIN SYS CARE 2016 (%)
CANPAIN TREAT 2016 (%) CCO 2016 (%) CGFS 2013 (%) CNS 2013 (%) CNS-DVT 2013 (%)

CNS-FXDIS 2013 (%) CSCM 2010 (%) CSCM 2016 (%) CTS 2011 (%) CUA 2019 (%)
DECOM 2017 (%) GAIN 2017 (%) GINIS 2017 (%) MRI 2017 (%) MSS 2017 (%)

NASH 2018  (%) NICE 2012  (%) NICE 2016  (%) NICE PU 2014  (%) NOR 2017  (%)
NPUAP 2014 NUTR 2009  (%) NUWER 2011 (%) OTA 2013 (%) PALRM 2018 (%)

PU-ONF 2013 (%) PU-PVA 2014 (%) REVIEW PAR 2016 (%) TIME 2017 (%) URO 2017 (%)
WHO 2017 (%) WHO INT 2013 (%) WOUNDCAN 2017 (%) PVA AD 2020 PVA BOWEL 2020
PVA EWB 2020
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Domain 4 - Clarity of Presentation

ANTICOAG 2017 (%) ATLAS AXIS 2013 (%) BMD 2019 CANPAIN DIAG 2016 (%) CANPAIN SYS CARE 2016 (%)
CANPAIN TREAT 2016 (%) CCO 2016 (%) CGFS 2013 (%) CNS 2013 (%) CNS-DVT 2013 (%)
CNS-FXDIS 2013 (%) CSCM 2010 (%) CSCM 2016 (%) CTS 2011 (%) CUA 2019 (%)
DECOM 2017 (%) GAIN 2017 (%) GINIS 2017 (%) MRI 2017 (%) MSS 2017 (%)
NASH 2018  (%) NICE 2012  (%) NICE 2016  (%) NICE PU 2014  (%) NOR 2017  (%)
NPUAP 2014 NUTR 2009  (%) NUWER 2011 (%) OTA 2013 (%) PALRM 2018 (%)
PU-ONF 2013 (%) PU-PVA 2014 (%) REVIEW PAR 2016 (%) TIME 2017 (%) URO 2017 (%)
WHO 2017 (%) WHO INT 2013 (%) WOUNDCAN 2017 (%) PVA AD 2020 PVA BOWEL 2020
PVA EWB 2020
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Domain 5 - Applicability

ANTICOAG 2017 (%) ATLAS AXIS 2013 (%) BMD 2019 CANPAIN DIAG 2016 (%) CANPAIN SYS CARE 2016 (%)
CANPAIN TREAT 2016 (%) CCO 2016 (%) CGFS 2013 (%) CNS 2013 (%) CNS-DVT 2013 (%)
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NPUAP 2014 NUTR 2009  (%) NUWER 2011 (%) OTA 2013 (%) PALRM 2018 (%)
PU-ONF 2013 (%) PU-PVA 2014 (%) REVIEW PAR 2016 (%) TIME 2017 (%) URO 2017 (%)
WHO 2017 (%) WHO INT 2013 (%) WOUNDCAN 2017 (%) PVA AD 2020 PVA BOWEL 2020
PVA EWB 2020
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Domain 6 - Editorial Independence

ANTICOAG 2017 (%) ATLAS AXIS 2013 (%) BMD 2019 CANPAIN DIAG 2016 (%) CANPAIN SYS CARE 2016 (%)
CANPAIN TREAT 2016 (%) CCO 2016 (%) CGFS 2013 (%) CNS 2013 (%) CNS-DVT 2013 (%)
CNS-FXDIS 2013 (%) CSCM 2010 (%) CSCM 2016 (%) CTS 2011 (%) CUA 2019 (%)
DECOM 2017 (%) GAIN 2017 (%) GINIS 2017 (%) MRI 2017 (%) MSS 2017 (%)
NASH 2018  (%) NICE 2012  (%) NICE 2016  (%) NICE PU 2014  (%) NOR 2017  (%)
NPUAP 2014 NUTR 2009  (%) NUWER 2011 (%) OTA 2013 (%) PALRM 2018 (%)
PU-ONF 2013 (%) PU-PVA 2014 (%) REVIEW PAR 2016 (%) TIME 2017 (%) URO 2017 (%)
WHO 2017 (%) WHO INT 2013 (%) WOUNDCAN 2017 (%) PVA AD 2020 PVA BOWEL 2020
PVA EWB 2020

AGREE Standardized Domain Scores



Can-SCIP Recommendation Matrix
§ A recommendations matrix was created to facilitate a comparison of.  

the similar or overlapping recommendations across all included CPGs
§ Evidence statements provided by SCIRE were divided into twenty-four 

domains relevant to SCI care and treatment



Can-SCIP Consensus Meeting
§ The key activities undertaken by the expert panel members at 

the consensus meeting were to: 
§ Draft or refine recommendations
§ Specify for each recommendation:

§ The part of the care continuum the recommendation
§ The NLI and AIS 
§ Whether the recommendation applies to an individual with a specific cord syndrome
§ Whether the recommendation applies to a person with an upper/lower motor neuron 

bowel or bladder

§ Identify potential toolkits/resources to assist with implementation



Voting Process
§ Can-SCIP Expert Panel voted 

on all recommendations using 
Survey Monkey®

§ The Expert Panel selected 
whether the recommendation 
was:
§ Included as is
§ Included with modification
§ Not included 



External Review Process
§ The Can-SCIP Guideline was externally reviewed by recognized 

international experts in SCI who did not participate in the Can-SCIP 
Guideline development process 

Dr. Fin Biering-Sørensen

Dr. David Gater Dr. Inge Eriks Hoogland

Dr. Shinsuke Katoh

Dr. H.S. Chhabra Dr. Carlottte Kiekens

Dr. Francois Theron Dr. Ingebjørg Irgens



Can-SCIP Domain Prioritization
§ Identify which domains and sub-domains should be 

prioritized for implementation 
§ Expert panel members were asked to consider where there 

is a significant gap between current care and best practices
§ The voting process took place in two rounds. 

§ Round 1: Which topics from the Can-SCIP guideline should be 
prioritized for implementation?

§ Round 2: From the “included” topics, which sub-topics should be 
prioritized for implementation?



Can-SCIP Domain Prioritization



Can-SCIP Domain Prioritization Results Round 1 

Specialized Inpatient 
Rehabilitation

Early Acute Care

Education & Support    
of Persons with SCI

Community-Based
Rehabilitation

Cross-Continuum 
Education of 

Clinicians

Bowel

Bladder

Neuropathic Pain

Skin Integrity

Respiratory

Section 1: Components of the Ideal
SCI Care System 

Section 2: Management of 
SCI Complications



Can-SCIP Sub-Domain Prioritization



Can-SCIP Domain Prioritization Results Round 2 

Specialized Inpatient 
Rehabilitation

Early Medical 
Management

Information & Support for 
Patients, Family Members         

& Caregivers

Community Care

Training & Education of      
Clinicians - Pressure Injury

Assessment of Neurogenic 
Bowel Dysfunction

Bladder Management

Screening for 
Neuropathic Pain

Prevention Strategies across
the Continuum of Care

Lung Volume 
Recruitment

Section 1: Components of the Ideal
SCI Care System 

Section 2: Management of 
SCI Complications



Section 1 & 2 Recommendations Summary

Section 2: Management of SCI Complications

Section 1: Components of the Ideal SCI Care System



Can-SCIP Guideline - Section 1



Can-SCIP Guideline - Section 2



Section 1– Domain Summary

Patsakos, E et al, Development of the Canadian Spinal Cord Injury 
Best Practice (Can-SCIP) Guidelines: Methods and Overview 
JSCM, 2021 



Section 2 – Domain Summary


